A clinical review of the orthotic treatment of myelomeningocele patients.
High myelomeningocele lesions do not preclude an acceptable level of functional walking provided that an integrated programme of surgical treatment and bracing is adopted. Clinical analysis of 100 patients with myelomeningocele shows that the development of the "swivel walker" and "hip guidance orthosis" has been associated with an improved level of function. Over 30 per cent of patients with thoracic lesions and 68 per cent of those with lumbar lesions achieved independent walking. For this reason the criteria used at present by paediatricians to govern the selection of infants for non-active treatment may require reconsideration.